Michigan REALTOR®
Association Executives Council

MINUTES

Thursday, September 29, 2011

The meeting was called to order at 1:05 p.m. by President Nancy Merdzinski
Present:

Elaine Adkins - Down River, Bob Adamowski – Bay Area, Sally Baker – Paul Bunyan, Kristi Benedict – Northeastern, Rob Campau – MAR, June Clark – Monroe, Pam Dyke - Grand Rapids, Kathie Feldpausch – MAR, Laura Green – Dearborn, Kim Hatchew – Clare-Gladwin,  Barbara Hess – Livingston County, Dana Holben – Dearborn, Pat Jacobs – North Oakland, Robin Kalnins – Montcalm, Julie Luper – MAR, Bill Martin, - MAR, Donna McClain – St. Joseph County, Nancy Merdzniski – Ann Arbor, Kathy Perrett – Battle Creek,  Kim Pontius – Traverse Area, Jeanne Rizzardi – Water Wonderland, Julie Rietberg -  Grand Rapids,  Bobbi Sexton – Grosse Pointe, Jenni Shephard – Lenawee County, Dale Smith – Greater Metropolitan,  Melissa Tee – Jackson, Kim Thompson – Flint Area, Deb Townsend – Central Michigan, Steve Tschirhart – Greater Metropolitan, Teresa VanderWall – Mason Oceana Manistee, Shari Veldman – Commercial Alliance, Gary Walter – Southwestern Michigan, Meghan Webber – Greater Lansing, Cheryl Yost – Saginaw,  Patti Young – Midland, Dale Zahn – West Michigan Lakeshore.
Guests:  Keith Holm, NAR


   Brian Wahl, NAR

It was moved and supported to approve the agenda.  Motion carried.
It was moved and supported to approve the minutes of the June 23, 2011 meeting.  Motion carried.
MAR CEO Bill Martin provided the state association update.  The top priority has been working on the primary residence exemption legislation. The various objections to the legislation are being vetted, and Martin believes that the bill will pass.  

The report from the Real Estate Education Reform group has been presented to the MAR Board.  The proposal calls for a significant increase in educational hours required for both prelicensure and for license renewal.  MAR will continue to update local associations on the progress of the proposed changes.
It was moved and supported to approve the financial report and 2012 budget.  Motion carried.
Committee Reports

Nomination Committee:  Kim Thompson presented the slate of candidates for MRAEC President-Elect (Shari Veldman), Treasurer (Kathie Feldpausch), Secretary (Pam Dyke), RPAC Trustee (Kim Pontius), and MAR Director (Bob Adamowski and Melissa Tee). 

It was moved and supported to elect those running unopposed and to vote via ballot for the MAR Director seat (Bob Adamowski and Melissa Tee).  Motion carried.

Bob Adamowski was elected to serve a two year term as MAR Director.

It was moved and supported to destroy the ballots.  Motion carried.

Professional Development:  Bob Adamowski reported that the summer retreat was a success.
Recognition: Cheryl Yost reported that Dana Holben, Dearborn, earned the e-Pro designation in 2011.  Holben also completed the MSAE Academy of Association Management designation.  Cheryl Yost and Kim Thompson are currently attending the Michigan Society of Association Executives Academy program.  Maureen Jarema will be attending the Academy beginning November 2011.  
Maureen Jarema is a new MRAEC member, and she will serve as the designated YPN Liaison for the Great Lakes Bay Regional YPN.  

NAR is currently developing the Master’s Degree Program in Association Management through the REALTOR University.  Contact Jonathan Salk, jsalk@realtors.org if interested.
Website: Julie Luper reported that the REALTOR of the Year applications need to include more information than is being submitted.  The selection committee is requesting AEs to assist their ROTY nominees with the completion of the application.
New Business:  A new Value Positioning tool kit is available on realtor.org.  A review of the current MRAEC policies and bylaws was requested. Elaine Adkins and Dale Smith volunteered to begin the process.

Dana Holben reported that she is leaving Dearborn for the Virginia Peninsula Association of REALTORS®, and introduced Laura Green as the new Association Executive for Dearborn.
Brian Wahl, My REALTOR® Party representative, showcased the various tools available to local associations to raise awareness and funds to fight threats to the real estate industry.  AEs are encouraged to visit www.myrealtorparty.com for details on the 60+ tools that can be accessed.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 2 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Shari Veldman

Secretary
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